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So" MA \XWELL having) thought proper to trouble 
the Public with a Part of our Correſpondence on the 
North Level Buſineſs, and alluded to the Remainder, 


indeed ſeems neceſſary, in order that the Subject may 
be: er to the Proprietors from the beginning; e 11.9 it will 

appear to every one, that I was not "biggotſed to any particular 
Plan, that in confidering the Buſineſs, 1 Wiſhed for Mr. Maxwell's 
Opinion, and that in communicating to him my Sentiments, as 
alſo in the 8 of ſo doing, 1 did bor th the dans 200k due 
e Situation. ra e bis uri to 
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beg Leave to ſubmit that Part alſo, to them; which 
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Sir, F 4 C 4 a N 1 5 2 . Y ; #9 ; J | 75 
TT Fhorney Abby, April 2 gth, 1788. 
IM ns . * %. 5 3 . gal” 40 „ 12 3 . MET hs L 4 1 wt | ay” 5 
EST I ſhould not have the Pleaſure. of meeting you at 

Peterboro' to Morrow, and as we may not perhaps meet ſoon, 


F „ 
* o x Þ — m 
” F #.* E 


* 


e if we do not then, both of us ſeeming at preſent to be uy 


„ much engaged, I have taken the Liberty of troubling you with 
- © the- incloſed- Plan? being what I before mentioned to you, for 


« raiſing Money, for Payment of the Debt of 25,0001. owing on 


. * the North Level Corporation Revenues, and for providing a 
further Sum, for the Support of their Works, and at the ſame 
„Time will beg Leave to offer a few Remarks thereon.1 


-  « The © (printed) State of the Revenue, Debt and Works of 


« the Corporation of Bedford Level for the North Level, which 
« I don't recolle& before to have given you, and have herewith 

« jncloſed, will I apprehend ſufficiently ſhew them; with the 
« Opinion of the Country at a Meeting held at Peterboro', Nov. 


« 2d, 1778, reſpecting the Inſufficiency of the then Revenues, 


« for the Support of thoſe Works, and to which we ſhall be 
t again reduced, at Chriſtmas next, viz. to 3461. 118. 10d. per Ann. 


ee for Support of the North Bank, Carr Dyke, and Folly Banks, 


c and which is the Cauſe of my giving you this Trouble — F ully 


e ſenſible of the Inſufficiency thereof for thofe Purpoſes on which 
« ſo much depends, indeed the very Exiſtence of this Country, 


« and the dreadful Conſequences attendant on the Failure of them, 
« I ſubmit to your Conſideration, requeſting "your Sentiments 
« thereon, the incloſed Plan for raiſing Money for their further Sup- 


port, and Payment of the Debt of 25,000]. and will only beg 


to add ſhould that or ſomething ſimilar thereto, be approbed o 
* by his Grace, and Sir Sampſon Gideon, the Country will I. 


7 e 
* 


_ « believe not only be ready, but are deſirous of joining in it — 
e And the Taxes the I. de 4d, per Acre leſs than at preſent 
And if approved, antl nb | 

+ 0 tion, the perpetual Revenues of 1714); 118. 10d. will be ſuch as 
e in all Probability entirely to ſecure” We 

 *Drownings by Breach of Bank, and affi 


unforeſeen Accident, prevents its Compl HH 


he Country from future 
t, not only the Gommiſſi- 
« Oners 


g bh x1 
Ft 83 i} 


4 oners, if at any Period, the Works at the Sea ſhould require it, 


„but alſo the Welland Bank Fund, "which I think will require 
60 1 OP the preſent perpetual Taxes of 6d. per Acre, per Act 
(Geo. II. amounting” to gent. 118. 2d. per Annum, for 


<q the Commiſſioners Works, and the 6d. per Acre per Ad 11 


* GkO. III. and Res Corporation Tax, amounting together to the 


« above” 1714l. 1186 10d. for the Corporation Works will be 
:4f the» only remaining Taxes, and alb that will be wanting: for 
the Public Works ef the Level, and on which no Debt will 


then be owing, neither vill chere on any of the Diſtrict Taxes 
of the Level; happy r pres en it vl auld: the: other 


6 Levels ſay the ſame !. 5 | | 


— 


l have treſpaſſed- a great dend but L truſt you vill exeuſe 


© me; at a convenient Opportunity 1 ſhall be appy to be fa- 


* youred with your Sentiments and truly ſo, if they ſhall coin- 


e ide with 1 5 n, 1 . to _ Outlines of the ws: Ke. 
Ae. 36 ian e | L474 | 
2 am 


Dear Sir, ; 


"Ye moſt obedient Servant, 


; | ; , 0 £8 
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Anſwer, 


* 


, 9 45 i > , . : 8 
n | - —— k EASE 


| Fleton mn Lodge, april oth mo 
| Dear Sie, Foes e e Bit 


IR. Sampſon. Bon. has WY” w little n ** | 
«AJ .his Eftates in the North. Level, that a; Reduction of Taxes 
has been looked forward to, as a very deſirable Circumſtance, 
and 1 am aware that he will. not conſent. to any new Tax 
8 * unlels the. abſolyte Necsfſuy . of. the Meaſyre. can W- Neun, 


1689 


« Lpreſume it vandot; With Propriety be ſaid that we ſhall: at 
hriſtas next; be reduced to the ſame inſuffieient Fund as 
& exited, at the Time of the Refolutions being made for an En- 


En of Taxes, unleſs zit likewiſe: appears, that the North Bank 


#4 and. other Banks +are/ in the iame weak” and: ptecaricùs State 
«as they Yere in at that Time, and as ho one can. he ah beiter 
„Jude e of this than yourſelf,>:1 ſhould like tobe favoured with 

« your Opinion of, their comparative State, (particularly of the 
North Bank) at the two Periods I am ſpeaking of, aß I wiſh 
*.t0: lay every bing before Mr Wilmot indas clear and conciſe 


den Manner as, poſſi Jebluds beg [the F aygur of» your>'Anifwer 


"BE e 10 the following Enquiries — 21181 2111 4 £ "I ® ap 


OY 124: How it ha ppenel tlarbthe Mode! of FRF in equal | 


4 Proportions the 14128 in the North Level and in Portſand as 


-« adopted by the 2th (Gro. II. came tobe varied, as it was 
e by the 11th GOL III. ande upon what Ground the original 
« Mode was not again reſorted to, at the e held at Peter- 


9 borough, on. the 2d of November 4778 ? tt 


„ What Plan was exhibited at that Meeting g. for Payment of 
« of the Debt contracted on Ip: North Level, under the Aft 
ce of the 27th of Geo. II? 14 8 


„ Whether / any and what Part af that Debt has been ſince 
paid off? What Plan was exhibited and what Reſolutions 


3 8 at the ajourned Meeting on the goth of November, 1778, 
* At vhich Time I preſume the Agreement was made for laying 
„on the further Tax of 4d. per Acre on the North ers and 
6. 2d. per Acre on Portſand ? 


T5 *. 


4 How much. Money has been expended on the a Bank 
T0 each Year, ſiſice thoſe l Taxes were laid, and how nah on 
«x e Folly and the Carr Dyke Banks ? die 4690 
-4 What dis the preſent State of the Wivars: of wa 64. | 
#6: Arg, laid on the Notth” Lebel and Portland; by rhe 15 
Fc GOL III L of ithe- Sd. on the North" Level, Dar d 3d. on Port- 
60 land by Arth GO. III. and of the fubſe 6 pp Taxes Gf 18. 
aper Atte, cen tlie Nur Level, and 6d. en 'Pottfanid for Gé- 


«© neral 


„ neral Works and 4d. on the North Level,and ad. on Port- 
« fand for Repairs of the Banks? With the Names of the Perſons 
« in Arrear, and the Amount. of the; reſpective Sums? — And laſtly 


** 


— I 4 


bf upon, Payment of; thoſe | Arrears, What will be the Amount of 
i ( - | o d oF Re AS * 4, 1144 (* 2 I | \..” 4 «2.6 5 
* IE, PAPPT Ta Fund at Chriſtmas next, when the two, laſt 


— 


* [ot "7 5 
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C 1 Your obliged 


and obedient Servant, 
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Thorney Abby, May 2d, 1788. 
„% M mç ot eat tenet . ↄ As ” 
; 1 831 1 119 » 4 g ; 


Lo 5 5 tiges 72 S 
« F T was at the preſſing 2 of ſeveral conſiderable Pro- 


1 prietors in the North Level, 
10 the Plan for raiſing Money to pay off the Debt, &c. owing 
t on the Corporation Revenues, but am by no, Means authorized 
e to offer it, as intended to be carried into Execution; with His 

FR Ml and Mr: Macnamara's 'Sentinients/;therean;' I: am! à total 
e Stranger, it is poſſible... they may be; as, averſe to it, as you 


« ſuppole Sir Sampſon, Gideon will be, for the Produce: of | His | 


« Grace's and all other North Level Eſtates hath been too, 
% comparatively ſmall, ſhould that be the Caſe, 54 will be, uneveſ- 
« ſary. for you (or, me, to trouble oyr{elyes:further:;about;at;.; The 
Idea I can with the greateſt Truth; afſyreityou, did [not yorigindte 
t in ine; ag an Individual, and, a, Pxpprietor, I did}-and:do: co- 
&ncide in . Sentiment, with thaſe who firſt: wiſhed 46: diſcharge 
We e | the 


that I turned my Thoughts 


04d hy; — rages 333 


" - ** . „ 
nee — 2 < . 


77 the” Bev now ITY we are R OM DYE! it an AQ of juſlice ce, 


e and after 20,0001. had been expen 


« bited at the Meeting at Ne n 


, 8 2 
1 ( ö 


« due to the Creditors, Ourſelves, and Pofterity,—but as the. Agent 


« for the Duke of Bedford, I beg to be conſſdered at preſent, as 
« unable to ſay any Thing on the SubjeQ, 1 troubled you, that | 


« you might be made acquainted therewith, and haye: Time to 
« conſider it, ſhould it be brought forward; if it is not, 1 have 
„given you an unneceſſary Trouble, which as it was well intend- 
« ed, I truſt you will excuſe, but ſhould it, and the Neceſſity of 
« the Meaſure be doubted, I am very well aware of my oability 
« to remove thoſe Doubts, that, muſt be the Attempt of ſome tar 
46 abler Perſon — | #5} 1 

« With reſpe& to your 8 th we precarious 
« State of the North Bank, in 1778, (eight Years after the Breach) 

ed thereon, beſides the an- 
„ nual Revenue, I Prefume ſufficiently ſhews, bow expenſive it is 
« to keep in Repair Lou aſk my Opinion of its preſent 


8 Stade — I think it very far from Reims Wh in complete Repair 


3 


- Portſand is not a Part of the North Level, nor dependant 


0 on the outward Banks thereof, their Payments | are chiefly for 


the Liberty of Draining by the North Level Outfal, ang: tor 
ce which they have 3 een eſteemed fuffcient— 5 


r A Plan Hihi to ibn 1 1 VE troubled you with, was exbi- 


2. The North Level [Colmilliontss ! Debt was 11 851. 10, ol. 


wo of which is paid, 2,000]. more will be paid by Midfumimer next, 
a ” FE? the W 2, 000l. in due time — W ee 1 


4 10 


4 Wit re dest to the Expendititve 0 6f. ae Motey, 1 1 mull Meg 


PO to refer you to the ſeveral” Accounts, which are at a 
* Times ready | for vou s, and any Com 


| arthoners  Infpetion — 5 


It vin AY de ualtil Midſummer next, that the Atnount of 


* the unappropr riated Funds can be aſcertamed, and which 1 appre- 
hend will oY very little more than the Perpetual Taxes, the 
« Arrears' of which I preſume” will be found of little Amount ; 


* W 255 of the Temporary Fe 10 hope, and believe ere "will 


be 


4 be. go drxcory, as ſoon er the Expiration ,of the Term for 
* which they were laid as may reaſonably be e | 
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JJ 2. 614 44:5 +421; Fleton. Lodge, Mey Ach, 2788, 1 

t J Received the favour of your Letter Veſterday and am 
„ much obliged to you for the Trouble you have taken, 
 *«< as well in making me acquainted. with there being a Plan.. in 
"#' Agitation for diſcharging the Debts on the North Level Re- 
1 e venue, as in anſwering my Enquiries, reſpecting the general State 
r þ codons 5 5d) , "vert e e 


„ Whoever was the original Propoſer of the Scheme it refleQs 
* Credit upon him,“ for it certainly is the Duty of the Land 

« Owners, to put the Creditors upon a footing of Security, if 

« poſſible, but I will be ſo candid as to fay, it has always appear- 

« ed to me, that the Taxes are improperly laid, for the four 

« Diſtris not being equally dependant on the Strength and Se- 

« curity of the North Bank, I preſume no good Reaſon can be 

« given, why they ſhould be equally charged towards the Re- 
pairs of it, tho' with reſpett to the Outfal, they are alike 

« intereſted, and ought therefore to, contribute in equal Propor- 
tions towards the General Works. This ſeems to have been 
3 „the Senſe of the Country, or at leaſt of the Owner of Port- 25 
5 « ſand, at the Time when the Act of the 11th, GEO. 1 I. was | 
. TOR fog th ny Dt oc | 


4 Vide Mr. MaxwelPs Jaſt Publication Page 14, line 96, — „ The Plan I have all along reprobated 
my” vas ſent me by Mr, Leg.“ | | ; | 


4. Obſervation at the two Periods allude 


2 | 4 ' 
(+ 6 d 


ace. natwyitbſtapding the. Preatnble to that AA reeites; ahh 


te by the Breaches, of the North Bank, the Lands in Pörtfand 
cc 5 Ay at that Time overflowed. Give me Aer to notice a few 
general Facts as they occur from your Anſwers to my firſt and 
„ ſecond Enquiries, and you will exeuſe,my remarking that * 
« ſeem to have entirely miſunderſtood my firſt Enquiry, for 


cc did not aſk your Opinion: of the preſent State of the mn | 


« Bank, but of he comparative State of it at two diſtinct Peri- 
ds. If I. can. depend upon my own 123 founded upon 

to, the preſent State of 
« it is very greatly ſuperior to what it was in 1778, and if the 
« prodrgrons” Improvement in the Outfaß is- taken - into the Ac- 
« count. (and certainly the lowering the Head of Waters on the 
* outſide of a Bank is the moſt effectual Means of ſtrengthening 


«it, as well as of preventing Soak) the Fund that will be left 


« at Chriſtmas next, tho“ exactly the ſame as in 1778,” will g 
" * infinitely further than it could have done, at that ere 


"=" 


« The whole of thi North Level is equally pledg ed for woke: 


* Portland is likewife equally pledged with the North Level for 


« 5, OO0l, Part thereof borrowed by Virtue of the 29th of -G zo. II. 
cc (by the bye you have altered the 9 to 7 in the printed Caſe, 
« which miſled me, and was the Occaſion of my fourth Enquiry) 


becauſe the Money was lent on the Credit of the Taxes laid 
«927th of Gro. II. 


The Payment of the Debt of 14,000. 
2 Borrow, by the Commiſſioners: by Virtue of 27th of Glo. II. 
(to which I preſume the Plan exhibited at the Meeting on the 
«2d. of November 1778, was confined, and not extehded to the 

«';,c00. borrowed" by. the Corporation by VI irtue of the 29th, 


4 Of GE0. II.) will ſtamp a Degree of Credit upo on the Parties con- 


r cerned, that cannot fait to be favourable to Aa er here that 
* may become neceffary or expedient, and more eſpecially if Pay- 
„ ment is enforced of the Arrears of Taxes, which you intimate 
& will be the Caſe, but I. cannot ſay ſo much reſpecting the 
ce Plan exhibited at the adjourned Meeting on the goth of 


Nov. 1778, becauſe you have not ſaid a Syllable in Anfwer to 


„that Enquiry, neither have I ever ſeen the Act of Parlia- 
0. ment chat was obtained in conſequence of that Meeting. 


| « The Sentiments. I have formed, are founded in Juſtice and 


Equity, 


* 


1. nn and it will be no difficult Matter to qualify the plan 
« you now propoſe ſo as to ſuit them. The Tax ſhould be 18. per 
Acre, on the North Level, and 6d on Portſand as propoſed by 
«you; A certain Proportion of the Tax ſhould be added to the 
« Fund for Repairs of the Banks — of that Fund, ſuch Part 
e as appertains to the 1ſt Diſtrict, ſhould be intirely in the Pow- 


er of the Commiſſioners of the iſt Diſtrict to be applied by 


« them, upon the Works immediately connetted therewith, ſo that 
« the Waters of Carr Dyke and the Folly, may be kept out of 
* Boro' Fen Common, which they never yet have been, and on 


e that Account the Engines: of the 1ſt Diſtrict have been obliged | 
c t be increaſed i in N at an immenſe Expence. | 5 


EY 


mw According to your Sehens 11,3471. 10s. 6d. will be applied 


jn 13 Years to the Repairs of the Banks, which is 8731. per 


« Year on an Average—— This I apprehend muſt be more than 
« can poſlibly be wanted, becauſe according to the printed Ac- | 


e count you ſent me, There was no more than 9441. 178. 4d. 


c per Annum, when the 4d. per Acre on the North Level and 
c 2d. on Portſand was laid in 1778, at which Time the North 
« Bank was in ſo much a worſe State than it now is, that I preſume 
* Half the Money would as effefually ſecure it from this 
« Period, as the whole has done from 1778, to this Time; It 
“ appears to me therefore that the Debt of 25,0001. might be paid 
«in leſs Time than 13. Years and the Country” be as FREDUSIY 


* ſecured as it now is. 


Tt find hat Portſand's AY of the 5, 000. Debt, is about 


one fifth or 1,000l. and if the North Level is charged to the 
© Taxes in duplex Proportion, it will pay cool. of that 1,000. 
135 3 upon a rough Calculation if. 420l. per Annum, 1s allowed for 


« Repairg, of Banks which I preſume and hope will be quite ſuf- 


= ficient, the whole Debt of 25,000], will be paid in 10 Years 
* except only the 500l. abovemetioned, which ought to be paid 
« by Portſand, and for which ſome particular Provifion ſeems 
Fe fe. to be made. a 


1 89 Wben TY RYE 1s Aifchaiged, ine ond wat will remain for 


« Works only will be Jo large, that great Exertion may be uſed 
| e 


to make amends for the Effects of a more oeconomical Plan, whillt 
« the Payment of the Debts is depending, and I muſt own that 
« from the preſent State of the Banks and Outfal, I am not at 
are fall apprehenhve of any ill Conlequences. 1. HEM 90. Pot row lt 


. q 


«1 hope you will have given theſe crude Hints ſome Ovii 


c ſideration by Thurſday, when 1 mall be glad to 7 1 1 your 


cx Sentiments of them. 
. remain 


Dear Sir, 
your obedient 


and obliged 


Set 2 


DA GE O. : MAXW ELL. ; 


* 2 F- * ; 


A FTER the foregoing PEAS. Wa” 0 1 Pg not recolle& any 


particular Converſation we had on the Subject, until the 


General Meeting of the North Level Commiſhoners here, on the 


7th of July laſt, when before proceeding to Buſineſs, Mr. Max- 
well aſked me If I intended to bring the, Queſtion reſpecting 


« the new Tax forward on that Day, He had been informed that , I 


« did, and had ſomething to offer thereon, which was reduced 
« into Writing, but he had not it with him;” or ſofthing. to 


that Effect, My Reply was, Certainly, not, and that 1 mould 
c not attempt ſo doing without firſt acquainting him” — After this 
Mr. Saunderſon of Spalding, mentioned with Approbation, the 
Idea of diſcharging the Debt; the Subject was very ſoon indeed 


entered into, and in Conſequence of what had before palled be- 
twixt Mr. Maxwell and mylelt, that I might avoid ſo doing, I 


quitted the Room, on my — I found it, ſtill the Subject 


of 


C19 7 
of - Converſation, and relating to the Free Lands, when I ſaid, 
«they contain about 21,000 Acres, and I can Anſwer for 


« 18,000 Acres” — this ended the Converſation — and was the 
only Part, I took therein - 


But neither in my own Mind, nor any Body's elſe, was a Tax 
then determined on, nor was any Step ever intended to be taken 
this Year — but now, I will venture to lay lo far — 


That 1 firmly believe it will Pede mater Year, notwith- 
ſtanding any Oppoſition that can be made to it — 


And that I am thoroughly convinced no other Plan! is practicable — 


From the Year 1770 to the preſent Time hare has been paid 
from His Grace's Eſtate in the gd. Diſtri only, the Sum of 
20,7351. 3s. od. to the Commiſſioners Funds, beſides the Corpora- 
tion Taxes — And there has been taken from thoſe F unds, for 
the Works which preſerve the ſaid gd. Diſtrict, 19261. 10s. 14 
the remainder 18,8081. 12s. 104% has been appropriated towards 
the Works of the other DiltriQs, and to the Common Cauſe. 


With reſp elt to the Rent paid by His Grace for. he Corpo- 
ration Banks and Fiſheries, they, with all the others belonging to 
the Corporation, are on the Expiration of a Leaſe put up to 
Public AuQtion at Ely, of which Public Notice is given, and they 
were hired for His Grace | at ſuch Public Auttion by the belt 
Bidder there. 


I ſhall now take my Leave of the Subject, lamenting there 
ſhould ever have been a Neceſſity, for thus Publickly engaging 
in it, ww» induced ſo to do, from no other Motive, but Regard 
to his Grace's Intereſt, and the Preſervation of the Country ; 
not out of Oppoſition to Mr. Maxwell; — Mr. Payne, or james 
Foreman may contend with him if they think proper, I ſhall 
not. 1 5 | 


Thorney Abby, J. WIN C. 
Oct. 4th, 1788. Bey er 
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